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summary

ethnic cleansing in western oromia
IJA OROMIA Report | 4 DEC 2021

On October 10, 2021, a massacre took place in Haro, Kiramu Woreda, East Wollega,
Oromia. By the latest accounts, dozens of local civilians were killed by invading armed
militias in what has been widely referred to as the Haro Massacre. IJA OROMIA has
investigated the reported violence, including phone interviews with eyewitnesses of the Haro
Massacre and independent verification of events. This report details the violent attacks that
occurred in Haro and the killings committed by the invading militias. Eyewitness accounts
identified the attacking forces as Fano, armed militias from the Amhara region. The report
also includes conclusions and recommendations, a list of victims accounted for through the
investigation, and images from the incident.



“Galata Wirtu was killed in the most inhumane way, in a manner I’ve never heard of or seen
in my life. They took his eyes out one by one, cut his neck off, and took his body away.
Nobody knows where they took him. Tolera Tukku and Haadha Nigaatu Tafasa were killed
and taken away in a similar manner, and their bodies were never found.”

On the morning of October 10, 2021, between 6:00am and 11:00am local time, eyewitnesses
recounted that intense gunfire could be heard in Haro, Kiramu Woreda, East Wollega. The
source of the gunfire was armed militias entering town, erecting a flag with a green, yellow and
red color.¹

According to interviewed sources, the group advanced through various towns and kebeles
(villages) in Oromia before they reached the town of Haro, where they ultimately conducted the
massacre. Each of the eyewitnesses identified the attackers as Fano militias from the Amhara
region. They reported that the same group has attacked them before. One of the eyewitnesses
interviewed reported that he grew up with some of the militia members, who had subsequently
joined Fano. 

Reports from eyewitnesses and family members of victims indicate that 69 civilians were killed
by the militias during the massacre. IJA OROMIA has been able to account for the identifying
information of 37 of the individuals killed, which is listed in the appendix of this report. 

Eyewitnesses described how some of the civilians were killed in a barbaric and dehumanizing
manner. The militias reportedly tied some of the victims to rope and dragged them through the
streets. Some mutilated victims by removing their arms and legs; photographic evidence
collected by IJA OROMIA is included in the appendix of this report. A family member of several
victims recounts the gruesome murder of an elderly man in town:

 ¹.Human Rights League of the Horn of Africa (HRLHA). 2021. Ethiopia: The Government is Responsible for its Failure
to Protect Civilians from Indiscriminate Attack by Militias and Bandits in Kiramu and Guto-Gidda Districts of East
Wollega Zone; Metekel Zone; and Elsewhere in the Country, HRLHA’s Press Release October 25, 2021. 
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“At first, they displaced the people in Haro and settled there. Now they occupy a lot of
places in Kiramu Woreda. They’ve even occupied and are living in the area called Nole,
which is located only about 3 kilometers away. So the vast majority of the area is still under
threat, and the daily killings have not stopped.”

This same interviewee also reported, "On that day alone, 31 people were found shot dead,
including my own family members."

According to Falmata (a pseudonym to protect the identity of the interviewee), an eyewitness
and citizen of Haro, "A lot of elderly people were killed by the Amhara militias [Fano].” Falmata
stated that he alone lost nine family members in the massacre, including his grandfather Sima
Gored Kumsa, his grandmother, his own father, and his father’s wife and child. 

Eyewitnesses also described life-threatening injuries sustained by several other civilians. For
example, the elderly wife of fatal victim Hundarra Saddeta sustained a significant injury to her
neck. A reported 10 civilians died in the days following the massacre as a result of injuries
sustained during the attacks. 

In addition to the aforementioned killings, civilians who survived the Haro Massacre reported
widespread destruction of property. The Fano militias allegedly looted, destroyed, and burned
property in several kebeles, forcing residents to flee their homes. These kebeles include Nole,
Lalistu, Sombo, Chaffe Gudina, Babbo, Ashu Kusaye, Sire Doro, and Qilxu Abbo.

Falmata also reported that the Fano burned down 22 homes across town. The Amhara militias
reportedly captured up to 8 areas in the district, and displaced several thousands of civilians
(an estimated 52,000).

A local farmer who spoke to IJA OROMIA recounted that the civilians displaced from Haro did
not receive, and still have not received, humanitarian assistance with food or shelter from the
government. The farmer reported that some of the residents from Haro had pleaded to local
government administrators for assistance in the provision of food, shelter, and security, but the
local administration refused.

Falmata reported that after the brutal massacre took place, he traveled to Nekemte to plead
with officials to arrange for security forces to come and secure Haro, establish peace, and put
an end to the brutal killings. The local security chief refused to send security forces. 

Some of the displaced people reportedly returned to their villages in Haro in search of food,
such as fresh corn and other crops, from their farms. In some cases, these individuals never
returned from their journey, as they were killed by the militias who had settled in Haro. 

Per eyewitness accounts, the Haro Massacre was not an isolated attack. The local farmer that
IJA OROMIA interviewed described that the residents of Haro had been under threat for some
time. He reported that in the days leading up to the massacre, the Amhara militias had gone to
neighboring rural areas, killing as many as five people on a daily basis. He discussed the state
of affairs in the region after the massacre:
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“The threat has been there for over 3-4 months. At first there were minor altercations in the
rural areas of Kiramu, which is less populated... However, the villagers would
overwhelmingly fight back and drive [the militias] out. But unlike the prior incidents, the
Haro Massacre was a large-scale, organized attack. The villagers tried to fight back in self-
defense...but were overwhelmed by the forces at the end. They ran away to save their
lives.” 

“We have been living in peace, eating together, drinking together with ethnic Amharas as
 family and as neighbors since the majority of them moved here in the [1960’s]. There were
even ethnic Amharas who got killed during the incident while trying to protect us. Although
the attacks were not based on existing ethnic conflict in the community, the perpetrators
were armed militias from the Amhara region who crossed into our land and killed us. We
don’t know them, we don't know their mission, but they swept into our area and killed us.
Some ethnic Amharas who were begging them to stop also got killed. I wondered if their
objective was political, but they killed my great-great-grandfather… This is beyond politics;
how would killing an elderly man justify their political means?”

“The Amhara militias committed this massacre because of what the Prosperity Party
politician [Fikadu Tesema] had said in the parliament about how in order to destroy the fish
[OLA], we have to dry out the ocean [Oromo civilians]. Because these militias couldn’t find
the fish, they believed that by killing the civilians they would find some OLA soldiers.”

He continued:

Our first eyewitness, the family member of several victims, reflected on the motive behind this
massacre of innocent civilians. 

Falmata presented an additional perspective: 

Generally, local villagers believe that an additional motive behind the Haro Massacre and
surrounding daily attacks are rooted in land expansion. Since the massacre, the invading
militias have settled in the villages from which they displaced local civilians, and have planted
their flags. Daily killings of local civilians have continued.

The primary ask of the survivors and family members of victims of the Haro Massacre is
humanitarian assistance for the displaced peoples, rehabilitation of the displaced peoples back
to their land, safety and security, and justice. As stated by one of the eyewitnesses, “We ask
the government to find and bring the perpetrators to justice for us, and to help the displaced
people go back to their village and get assurance of security and safety.”
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IJA OROMIA’s investigation reveals the ethnic-based mass killings perpetrated by the Amhara
[Fano] militia in Kiramu, Western Oromia under the pretext of fighting the OLA and other
alleged motives. These militias have had the ability to penetrate into the Oromia Region from
the Amhara Region with noticeable ease, and have been observed to plant the plain green-
yellow-red flag, signaling their claim to the land. 

Ethiopia’s local and federal security apparatus has failed to take reasonable steps to put safety
measures in place to prevent or stop the ongoing killings, which have increased to alarming
degrees in Western Oromia since Abiy Ahmed came to office in 2018. Taking into
consideration that Western Oromia has also been engulfed with network blackouts, inter-
communal violence, arbitrary arrests, and civil war, it has proven difficult to observe the full
extent of violence being perpetuated against the civilians in the area.
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Secure the border. Plan and place impartial security forces across the border between the
Oromia and Amhara regional states in order to de-escalate and stop the ongoing ethnic-
based killings.
Publicly disclose security plans. The Ethiopian government should publicly disclose the
details of the appropriate security measures that will be taken to put an end to ethnic-based
killings and other forms of violence in Western Oromia.
Provide humanitarian assistance to the displaced peoples. The local and federal
government should provide humanitarian assistance in the form of food, shelter, and other
necessities to the displaced peoples of Kiramu, and support a safe return to their homes.
Bring the Fano perpetrators of ethnic cleansing to justice. Investigate and prosecute
members of the armed militias who have perpetrated ethnic cleansing against Oromo
civilians in Kiramu.
Restore internet and telephone communications in Western Oromia. This will  allow for
human rights groups, the media, and humanitarian support organizations to effectively
collect information, report on the issues, and provide necessary aide.

In light of these findings, IJA OROMIA expresses grave concern that the violence against
civilians in Western Oromia will only escalate given the failure of local and federal government
to provide adequate security, investigate the violence, and bring perpetrators to justice. The
local and federal government must take impartial and pre-emptive measures to ensure that no
additional armed militia forces cross borders to wage additional violence.

IJA OROMIA proposes the following recommendations to address this urgent human rights
crisis in Western Oromia:  

TO THE ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT:

TO THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY:

Apply pressure on the Ethiopian government. International NGOs, human rights organizations,
and governmental partners to the Ethiopian government must apply pressure on the Ethiopian
government to halt ethnic cleansing of the Oromo people and to provide security, peace, and
humanitarian assistance to the displaced peoples of Kiramu and any other region in which local
residents are experiencing ethnic-based violence and displacement.
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IJA OROMIA has collected the names of many of the civilians murdered during the Haro
Massacre by Amhara militia forces:

37 VICTIMS ACCOUNTED FOR IN THE HARO MASSACRE (10 OCT, 2021)
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IJA OROMIA received exclusive and graphic photos of the Amhara/Fano militia who crossed
into the Western Oromia Region and committed the atrocities in several towns and villages,
specifically the Haro area. The images received from the social media accounts of Amhara
militants, support the narratives stated by the interviewees who alleged that the Amhara militia
looted/burnt properties as well as mutilated many of the victims. 

↑ Burnt property after Amhara
militias raided the area.

↑ Amhara militia carrying weaponries
and posing in an invaded town.
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↑ Amhara militants pose with a
decapitated head/arm

↑ Amhara militant poses with a
mutilated arm

↑ Equipped Amhara militants pose
with a dismembered arm
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